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Agnew Assigned as Latin Specialist 
-And Latin Diplomats Are Shocked 


NO ONE could have 'been 
more surprised than Galo 
Plaza, the shrewd 
Secretary-General of the Or- 
ganization of American 
States (OAS), when Vice 
President-elect Spiro Agnew 
telephoned him to ask for a 
long interview on Latin 
American affairs. 

The date was just before 
Agnew and Plaza made a 
joint Dec. 9 appearance at 
the New Orleans meeting of 
the National League of 
Cities. Agnew’s proposal: 
Would Plaza ride back to 
Washington in Agnew’s 
plane so they could talk 
about Latin America? 

That was the first word 
that Plaza or anybody else 
had heard that President- 
elect Nixon has assigned im- 
portant responsibilities in 
Latin American policy, long 
a stepchild of U.S. policy- 
makers, to his Vice Presi- 
dent. But that is precisely 
what Mr. Nixon now in- 
tends. 

The 2% hour airplane ride 
hack to Washington that day 
was Agnew’s first serious 
exposure to what is going on 
south of the border. The sec- 
ond exposure, also with 
Plaza, came last week when 
Agnew returned with more 
questions. 

Intimates of Plaza report 
that the Secretary-General, 
a veteran Ecuadorean diplo- 
mat and politician, was im- 
pressed both with Agnew’s 
qualities as a listener and 
the caliber of his questions. 
Also impressive to Plaza 
was Agnew’s repeated insist- 
ence that Nixon intends to 
give Latin American affairs 
a high billing in his Admin- 
stration. 

NEVERTHELESS, Latin 
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American diplomats are 
shocked by Mr. Nixon’s pri- 
vate designation of Agnew 
as one of his Latin Ameri- 
can specialists and are skep- 
tical. 

Agnew’s only known visit 
south of the continental 
United States came just 
after the election, when he 
took a vacation at Dorado 
Bay in Puerto Rico. Asked 
on arrival for his opinion 
about statehood for Puerto 
Rico, Agnew spoke right up: 
He was for it, he said. 

This response flew in the 
face of the traditional atti- 
tude by mainland American 
politicians to keep hands off 
the most disruptive issue in 
Puerto Rico. Although new- 
ly-elected Gov. Luis Ferre 
favors ultimate statehood 
for the Caribbean island, 
the defeated Populares are 
adamantly against it. Thus, , 
Agnew managed to alienate 
at least half the island — and, 
erroneously, put the Nixon 
Administration on record 
for statehood. 

But Agnew’s lack of expe- 
rience isn’t the only reason 
for unease among Latin dip- 
lomats. What bothers them 
more profoundly is the lack 
of any sign of a Nixon plan 
for that vital arena. 

No top State Department 
appointee, starting with Sec- 
retary of State-designate 


William P. Rogers, has more 
than a meager speaking ac- 
quaintance with Latin 
America. Even at this late 
date, there has been nothing 
but gossip about the identity 
of the new Assistant Secre- 
tary of State for Latin Af- 
fairs. 

AT ONE POINT early in 
the transition period, Nixon 
was considered likely to 
name his old friend, Robert 
C. Hill, as an Undersecre- 
tary of State. Even though 
Hill was somewhat contro- 
versial during tours as Am- 
bassador to Mexico, Costa 
Rica, and El Salvador, some 
Latin diplomats were ec- 
static at the prospect that 
one top official in the State 
Department at least would 
know how many countries 
there are in Latin America. 
But HiU ruled himself out of 
a State Department job. 

Moreover, Nixon has not 
yet accepted advice that he 
pay a countesy call on Sec- 
retary-General Plaza. His 
only action so far has been a 
private telegram to the 
chairman of the Inter-Amer- 
ican Committee of the Alli- 
ance for Progress, Dr. Car- 
los Sanz de Santa Maria on 
Nov. 7, promising to 
“strengthen relationships 
and build stronger bonds” 
between the United States 
and Latin America. 

In view of 'Washington’s 
traditional neglect of Latin 
America and the fact that 
there have been six Assist- 
ant Secretaries of -State for < 
Inter-American Affairs in i 
the last six years, that one - 
telegram is no more reassur- 
ing than Nixon’s designation 
of Agnew as one of his top 
Latin advisers. i 
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